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Message from the President 

Hello Northeast Section members!  

In April, I took over as President of the Section and I want to both 
introduce myself and thank previous Section officers for their time 
and service.  

With our new experimental structure, I only have until April 2020 to 
serve as President. At our meeting at NEAFWA in Groton, CT, we 
decided that that was not enough time to both learn the ropes and 
be an effective leader, and we are in the process of amending the 
bylaws to have the Section President serve a two-year term instead.  
This should go out to the membership for a vote shortly.   

Additionally, we discussed how we could better communicate with 
and serve the State and Student Chapters. If you have suggestions, 
please reach out and contact me. In addition, if you would like to 
serve as an officer at the Section level, we are always looking for 
enthusiastic and energetic individuals. Not to worry if you do not 
possess either of these traits, we are looking for engaged members 
too. Thank you and feel free to shoot me a message. 

 

 
Scott C. Williams, Ph. D., 

Certified Wildlife Biologist® 

President, Northeast Section 

The Northeast Section of  
The Wildlife Society Newsletter 

@RogerMasse 

@RogerMasse 





 2 

NE TWS NEWSLETTER  SUMMER 2019 

Featured Photographer: Roger Masse 
Dr. Roger J. Masse earned his BS (wildlife biology) from University of Vermont, MSc (natural resources) 
from Delaware State University, and PhD (environmental science) from University of Rhode Island.  His 
interest in wildlife photography began during graduate school, but he considers himself to be a 
novice. Roger started working as an assistant professor of wildlife management at SUNY Cobleskill during 
Spring 2017. Although his wildlife pictures include a variety of taxa, Roger is primarily interested in 
birds. He studied American woodcock during his PhD and this species still holds his teaching, research, 
and recreation interests today. 

NORTHEAST UPDATES 

The Conservation Affairs Committee (CAC)  is 
looking  for new members! 

The CAC currently has representatives from ME, 
NJ, and MD/DE. Additional members from those 
states are always welcome, but we would love 
to have representatives from other states join 

us too! 

If you are interested in volunteering for this 
position, please contact the current Chair, 

Karen Stackpole, or any of our officers for more 
information.  

(See Who’s Who at the end of this newsletter 
for contact information) 

@RogerMasse 

@RogerMasse 

Even with the snow, this 
woodcock’s camouflage 
is impressive. 



 3 

NE TWS NEWSLETTER  SUMMER 2019 

NORTHEAST UPDATES CONTINUED 

WVTWS Spring Conference Summary 

The West Virginia Chapter of The Wildlife Society (WVTWS) held its spring conference on the 
Evansdale Campus of West Virginia University (Morgantown, WV) on April 5, 2019. The conference 
provided an opportunity for undergraduate students, graduate students, postdoctoral researchers, 
and other wildlife professionals to share ongoing and completed research efforts in the wildlife field. 
Institutions and agencies represented at the conference were West Virginia University, Marshall 
University, University of Delaware, and the West Virginia Division of Natural Resources, and a variety 
of research topics included amphibians, reptiles, songbirds, waterfowl, and macroinvertebrates. The 
award for best student oral presentation was presented to Gordon Dimmig (West Virginia University), 
and the award for best student poster presentation was presented to Emily Mausteller (Marshall 
University). The West Virginia Chapter of The Wildlife Society would like to sincerely thank all 
participants for making this year’s spring conference a success. 

 

 

 

West Virginia Chapter of The Wildlife Society 
spring conference on Evansdale Campus of 
West Virginia University on April 5, 2019. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gordon Dimmig’s oral presentation “Spatial and 
Temporal Dynamics of Songbirds on a Central 

Appalachian Elevation Gradient” 
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Congrats to Sydney Spicer, NETWS’s former newsletter editor, 

on the publication of Bloom, her short book of lyric essays 

about self and the environment. It has appeared on Amazon 

lists next to Aldo Leopold and Thoreau—which is quite an 

honor! 

 

WVTWS Spring Conference Summary Continued... 

 

 

Emily Mausteller’s poster presentation 
“Rattlesnake Ambush Site Selection in 

Coastal South Carolina Salt Water 
Marshes” 

 

 

 

NORTHEAST UPDATES CONTINUED 

@SydneySpicer @SydneySpicer 

@RogerMasse 



 5 

NE TWS NEWSLETTER  SUMMER 2019 

Message from the Newsletter Editor 

Looks like winter in the Northeast is finally behind us!  
Additional hours of daylight, colorful blooms,  and  of 
course, the not so enjoyable return of ticks, 
mosquitoes, and other important, but pesky, insects. 

It is also time to choose the next NETWS Newsletter 
Editor! It has been fun interacting with members 
through this position, and I want to thank all who have 
helped me and submitted material along the way. 

If you  are interested in becoming the next editor, please contact any of the Board members 
(contact info found on Who’s Who page). 

I hope to cross paths with more of you at upcoming workshops or conferences, but until then, 
Happy Summer! 

METWS NEEDS YOU! 

Do you have an interest in serving the Chapter, but aren’t ready for the commitment 
of becoming a Board Member? Then being a Committee Member is the place for 
you!  

Do you enjoy planning workshops? What about checking in with members or 
encouraging professionals to become members? Would you like the satisfaction of 
reviewing nominations and making recommendations for Chapter awards? Do you 
already track legislative proposals in Maine or at the federal level and want to share 

your knowledge and passion with the membership? Are you interested in engaging the public in wildlife 
issues? Do you work with other professionals with similar interests and who would be willing to join you? If 
any of these topics sound like you, then you’re in luck! METWS NEEDS YOU!  

METWS has reached a critical point in the level of individual involvement in committees - we will not be 
able to continue to function according to our ByLaws without additional involvement. Many of the same 
individuals have served the Chapter in different roles for many years. They’ve kept the Chapter relevant and 
accomplished great things over the years. Every organization requires new involvement to replace those who 
have previously served and it’s time for us to see some new names and faces.  

If you’d like to be involved in a committee, please contact Sarah Spencer at 
sarahmargaretspencer@gmail.com.  

MAINE CHAPTER UPDATE  

@TammyCloutier 
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            SUNY COBLESKILL STUDENT CHAPTER 

SUNY Cobleskill Student Chapter Earns Accolades at NE Student Conclave, NE Fish and Wildlife 
Conference 

 
By Roger J. Masse (Advisor) 

 
The SUNY Cobleskill Student Chapter of The Wildlife Society brought 15 student members to the 
Northeast Student Conclave in Old Orchard Beach, ME from 12-14 April 2019.  While diverse 
workshops are a major draw for students looking to learn new skills or sharpen previously learned 
skills, the competitions that Conclave features are equally important to some.  This year, SUNY 
Cobleskill earned a 3rd place finish (out of 12 teams) in the highly competitive Quiz Bowl.  This year’s 
Conclave Quiz Bowl team consisted of Aaron France, Alyssa Holliday, Haley Keff, Brandon Metzinger, 
and Colby Slezak (captain).  In addition, MaKenna Martin, Tyler Gottstein, and Quill Silverman made 
up the SUNY Cobleskill BioBlitz team which earned a 2nd place finish overall.  There were also two 
individual competitions consisting of wildlife and plant identification and fire-making.  Our own Colby 
Slezak earned a 1st place finish in the wildlife and plant identification challenge, while Bailey Mitchell 
earned a 1st place finish for SUNY Cobleskill in the fire-making challenge. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUNY Cobleskill Student Chapter of TWS Quiz Bowl team (3rd place) at the 2019 Northeast Student 
Conclave.  Left to right: Aaron France, Brandon Metzinger, Alyssa Holliday, Haley Keff, and Colby 

Slezak (captain). 
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SUNY COBLESKILL STUDENT CHAPTER CONTINUED 

 

 

SUNY Cobleskill Student Chapter of TWS 
BioBlitz team (2nd place) at the 2019 

Northeast Student Conclave.  Left to right: 
Tyler Gottstein, Quill Silverman, and MaKenna 

Martin. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Colby Slezak of SUNY Cobleskill earned 1st place 
in the wildlife and plant identification 

competition at the 2019 Northeast Student 
Conclave. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Bailey Mitchell of SUNY Cobleskill earned 1st place in the fire-
making competition at the 2019 Northeast Student Conclave. 
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            SUNY COBLESKILL STUDENT CHAPTER CONTINUED 

 
Immediately after attending the Northeast Student 
Conclave, Colby Slezak and Dr. Roger J. Masse 
(student chapter advisor) attended the award 
ceremony of the 75th annual Northeast Fish and 
Wildlife Conference in Groton, CT.  At the 
ceremony, Colby accepted the P. F. English 
Memorial Award given by the Northeast Section of 
TWS to the outstanding graduating senior in a 
wildlife management program.  Colby’s academic 
excellence, dedication to the wildlife profession, 
and consistent involvement in TWS at local, state, 
regional, and national levels set him apart from his 
peers.   
 
Following graduation, Colby will be moving to Rhode Island where he will begin his MSc program at 
University of Rhode Island during Fall 2019.  Dr. Masse was also acknowledged at the award 
ceremony by being selected for the John Pearce Memorial Award.  The Northeast Section of TWS 
gives this award to acknowledge outstanding professional accomplishment in any aspect of wildlife 
conservation.  Dr. Masse was selected for this award because of his dedication to undergraduate 
training, including facilitating undergraduate research opportunities and consistent encouragement 
of student involvement in TWS at all levels. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Colby Slezak (left) was selected for the P. F. English Memorial Award and Dr. Roger J. Masse (right) 
was selected for the John Pearce Memorial Award at the 75th annual Northeast Fish and Wildlife 

Conference in Groton, CT.  Photo courtesy of Paul Fusco. 

@RogerMasse 
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TWS NATIONAL  UPDATES 

Most Downloaded Journal Articles in 2018  

In 2018, there were over 240,000 downloads of articles from TWS’ three premier wildlife journals—
The Journal of Wildlife Management, Wildlife Monographs, and the Wildlife Society Bulletin. That’s an 
average of 20,000 downloads per month!   

More than ever before, wildlife professionals from around the globe are turning to TWS journals as 
their source for the latest research findings in wildlife science and management. Here’s what they’re 
reading:  

JWM – Population growth and status of California sea lions  
WSB – From climate to caribou: How manufactured uncertainty is affecting wildlife management 
JWM – Predicting the evolutionary consequences of trophy hunting on quantitative trait 
JWM – Pneumonia in bighorn sheep: Risk and resilience 
JWM – Chronic wasting disease influences activity and behavior in white tailed deer 
JWM – Inefficiency of evolutionarily relevant selection in ungulate trophy hunting 
JWM – Special section: Controversies in mountain sheep management 
JWM – Effects of rotational grazing management on nesting greater sage‐grouse 
JWM – Review and synthesis of research investigating golden eagle electrocutions 
JWM – Applying a random encounter model to estimate lion density from camera traps in  

Serengeti National Park, Tanzania 

As a quick reminder, online access to all TWS journal articles is a benefit of TWS membership. To 
access, simply login to your TWS account through Your Membership or directly through the TWS 
Journal Hub. In addition to catching up on your 2018 reading, be sure to check out some of the most 
popular articles so far in 2019, like this recent study, which suggests that the expanded range of 
coyotes has not curtailed deer populations in eastern US states...or this paper, which explores the 
application of smartphone LIDAR in wildlife studies.     

 

@RogerMasse 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/jwmg.21405
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/wsb.891
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/jwmg.21261
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/jwmg.21309
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/jwmg.21341
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/jwmg.21337
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/jwmg.21400
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/jwmg.21344
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/jwmg.21412
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/jwmg.902
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/jwmg.902
https://wildlife.secure.force.com/customlogin
https://wildlife.onlinelibrary.wiley.com
https://wildlife.onlinelibrary.wiley.com
https://wildlife.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/jwmg.21651
https://wildlife.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/wsb.949
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TWS NATIONAL  UPDATES CONTINUED 

A Message From the TWS Student Development Working Group 

 

Wildlifers probably do not think about what they come in contact 
with daily, but they're exposed to various diseases and situations 
that the average person is not. And because of this, doctors might 
not know to check for these uncommon sign/symptoms. But you're 
in luck! The USGS and the CDC have a medical card for wildlife 
professionals to keep on them so if the situation arises, they are 
aware you are exposed to things that most people are not and can 
give you the care and medicine you need. Please print multiple 
copies and have them with you and your co-workers.  

 

Stay safe out there!     

TWS Organization Units Gather Senate Support for 
State and Tribal Wildlife Grants Program  
 
 Several organization units worked in concert with 
TWS headquarters staff to request Senators sign a 
Dear Colleague Letter in support of adequate 
funding for the State and Tribal Wildlife Grants 
program. This effort and the engagement of partner 
organizations such as the Association of Fish and 
Wildlife Agencies and the National Wildlife 
Federation resulted in 46 Senators encouraging 
robust funding for the program. Some organization 
units including the South Dakota Chapter also followed up with House offices thanking them for 
their support of the program on the previously circulated House Dear Colleague Letter . 

 
TWS Responds to USGS Travel Policy  

 The Wildlife Society, with 10 other member 
organizations of the USGS Coalition, commented on a 
new internal memo circulated by USGS Director James 
Reilly that would restrict the ability of USGS employees 
to attend and engage in professional conferences. The 
new policy is reportedly on hold pending further review 

by the Survey.   
 

@RogerMasse 

@RogerMasse 

https://www.usgs.gov/media/files/medical-wallet-card-wildlife-professionals
https://app.getresponse.com/click.html?x=a62b&lc=Be6QZL&mc=IQ&s=plH9fO&u=Yy3s&y=c&z=EGC4IrW&
https://app.getresponse.com/click.html?x=a62b&lc=Be6Qoy&mc=IQ&s=plH9fO&u=Yy3s&y=O&z=EJt9QLL&
https://app.getresponse.com/click.html?x=a62b&lc=Be6QLc&mc=IQ&s=plH9fO&u=Yy3s&y=4&z=EJIdh5X&
https://app.getresponse.com/click.html?x=a62b&lc=Be6QmO&mc=IQ&s=plH9fO&u=Yy3s&y=f&z=EFIZBQ1&
https://app.getresponse.com/click.html?x=a62b&lc=Be6QP4&mc=IQ&s=plH9fO&u=Yy3s&y=C&z=Ey9mztm&
https://app.getresponse.com/click.html?x=a62b&lc=Be6Qsd&mc=IQ&s=plH9fO&u=Yy3s&y=G&z=EF8MyhX&
https://app.getresponse.com/click.html?x=a62b&lc=Be6Qbe&mc=IQ&s=plH9fO&u=Yy3s&y=x&z=EFx1SBn&
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Conference Registration is Open! 
RENO, NEVADA | SEPT. 29 – OCT. 3, 2019 

This year The Wildlife Society travels to Reno, Nev., for a joint conference with American Fisheries 
Society. The American Fisheries Society (AFS) and The Wildlife Society (TWS) conferences are where 
fisheries and wildlife professionals meet with their colleagues, present groundbreaking science, and 
enhance their interdisciplinary skills. Each year our conference grows with more educational and 
networking sessions, and 2019 is no exception. 

Click here to register,  
or check out this year's educational and training program here.  

 

TWS NATIONAL UPDATES CONTINUED 

 

Have you checked out  

the May/June  

issue of The Wildlife  

Professional? 

https://afstws2019.org/register/?utm_source=getresponse&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=current_members_tws&utm_content=This+Week%27s+eWildlifer+%26+TWS+Talks
https://afstws2019.org/detailed-schedule/?utm_source=getresponse&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=current_members_tws&utm_content=This+Week%27s+eWildlifer+%26+TWS+Talks
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WHO’S WHO IN THE NORTHEAST? 

Executive Board     

President Scott C Williams scott.williams@ct.gov 

President-Elect Jacqueline Frair   

Immediate Past-President Michael Fishman michael.s.fishman@gmail.com 

Treasurer Tammy Colt tcolt@pa.gov 

Secretary Megan A Linske megan.linske@ct.gov 

NE Section Representative Paul Johansen paul.r.johansen@wv.gov 

Graduate Student Rep Laken Ganoe Gan5557@calu.edu 

Undergraduate Student Rep     

Audit Committee     
Chair Mitch Hartley mitch_hartley@fws.gov 

Member Tom Decker thomas_decker@fws.gov 

Treasurer     

Awards Committee     
Chair 
Co-chair 

Gordon Batcheller 
Jim Anderson 

gordon.batcheller@gmail.com 
jim.anderson@mail.wvu.edu 

Member Tammy Colt tcolt@pa.gov 

Member Cedric Alexander cedric.alexander@vermont.gov 

Member Paul Johansen paul.r.johansen@wv.gov 

Member 
Member 
Member 

John Lanier 
Megan Linske 
Emily Just 

john@ursush.com 
megan.linske@ct.gov 
emjust@pa.gov 

Communications Committee     
Newsletter Editor     

Webmaster Ken MacKenzie ken.mackenzie@state.ma.us 

NE Representative to TWP Scott Williams scott.williams@ct.gov 

Conservation Affairs Committee   
Chair (NJ) Karen Stackpole kstackpole@geiconsultants.com 

Member (NJ) Eric Schrading eric_schrading@fws.gov 

Member (DE) Emily Boyd emily.boyd@state.de.us 

Member (PA) Reg Hoyt reginald.hoyt@delval.edu 

Member (ME) Rodney Kelshaw rodney.kelshaw@stantec.net 

Student Member Rene Tam rctam@syr.edu 

NJ Rep* Lisa Clark Lisa.Clark@dep.nj.gov 

MD-DE Rep* Carol Pollio drpollio@comcast.net 

NY Rep*     

WV Rep* Jim Fregonara Jim.M.Fregonara@wv.gov 

*These individuals have not been formally appointed by the section, but are serving as the point of contact for their Chap-
ter. Effort should be made to confirm 1 representative from each Chapter. 

mailto:scott.williams@ct.gov
mailto:Scott.williams@ct.gov
mailto:paul.r.johansen@wv.gov
mailto:mitch_hartley@fws.gov
mailto:thomas_decker@fws.gov
mailto:gordon.batcheller@gmail.com
mailto:jim.anderson@mail.wvu.edu
mailto:Scott.williams@ct.gov
mailto:paul.r.johansen@wv.gov
mailto:john@ursush.com
mailto:megan.linske@ct.gov
mailto:ken.mackenzie@state.ma.us
mailto:scott.williams@ct.gov
mailto:kstackpole@geiconsultants.com
mailto:eric_schrading@fws.gov
mailto:emily.boyd@state.de.us
mailto:reginald.hoyt@delval.edu
mailto:rodney.kelshaw@stantec.net
mailto:rctam@syr.edu
mailto:Lisa.Clark@dep.nj.gov
mailto:drpollio@comcast.net
mailto:Jim.M.Fregonara@wv.gov
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WHO’S WHO IN THE NORTHEAST? CONTINUED 

Operations Committee     
Chair Tim Green tgreen@bnl.gov 

Member Angela Fuller angela.fuller@cornell.edu 

Member Samara Trusso satrusso@pa.gov 

Student Affairs Committee     
Chair 
Co-chair 
Member (PA) 
Member (CT) 
Member (PA) 

Val Titus 
Ross Conover 
Kyle Van Why 
Miranda Davis 
Frederic Brenner 

Valorie.titus@greenmtn.edu 
rconover@paulsmiths.edu 
kyle.r.vanwhy@aphis.usda.gov 
mldavis13@gmail.com 
fjbrenner@gcc.edu 

Conclave Representative Val Titus Valorie.titus@greenmtn.edu 

Student Development Working 
Group Rep 

Laken Ganoe Gan5557@calu.edu 

Field Course Representative John McDonald twsmcdonald@gmail.com 

Workshop (ad hoc) Committee     
Chair Megan Linske Megan.linske@ct.gov 

Member 
Member 

Shawn Haskell 
Emily Just 

Shawn.haskell@maine.gov 
edomoto@pa.gov 

@RogerMasse 

mailto:tgreen@bnl.gov
mailto:angela.fuller@cornell.edu
mailto:satrusso@pa.gov
mailto:Valorie.titus@greenmtn.edu
mailto:kyle.r.vanwhy@aphis.usda.gov
mailto:mldavis13@gmail.com
mailto:Valorie.titus@greenmtn.edu
mailto:Gan5557@calu.edu
mailto:twsmcdonald@gmail.com
mailto:Shawn.haskell@maine.gov
mailto:edomoto@pa.gov

